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Chzcago Board of Health Calls
Nurse Home Staffs to Account

BY -\\lE!A ZEK_\H\'

Emplu)e; and operators of
komes were sum-
moned for queshomng by Chi-
cago Board of Health officials
in clased door hearings which
began yesterday into nursing
home sbuses witnessed by

UNE Task Foree reporters
and Better Government Asso-
ciation i i

thes could result in placing
charges of unethical practices
against employes or adn'ums
trators with the Iinois Depm-
ment of Registration and Edu-
cation for action by the
agency's disciplinary commit-
tee. Cases of abuse and assault
could ba brought before a
county grand jux)‘ for criminal

Dr. Murray Brown, city |

King said.
In another development, the!

healma!col;hmmoner séld u:f- Dnited  States Senate Select
unusual hearings weré" insti-; Committee on the Aging is con-
tuted after bealth officials re-| e
viewed reports the TRIBENE 3 to begin hearings-in Chicago
reporters and B. G. A. m\ah-’m nu:smg home abuses. The
gators turned over to the health cymmittee, chaired by Sen.

sidering a tentativé date of April |

department-last week. The re- -
ports detailed experiences of ;
investigators who worked in}
more than 20 homes as murses’ |
aides, mop boys and mainte-:
nance men.
- Eye Criminal Charges’

_ Administrators, gurses aides,
licensed practical muses and
other emp]o) es were questioned

;Frank Church 1D, Idahol,
jplans to hear leshm ony|
ifrom investigators, nursing
+ home representatives and other’
. persons with information on
“nursing home operations.
., The state Senale's:-Legisla-
] tive Advisory Commiltee on
Public Assistance will resume
lhearmgs in Chicage at 10 2. m.

of ‘various nursing home &sso-
ciations.
-City Sessions Continue *
The closed-door sessions .at
the Board of Health will con-
tinue thru néxt week By
Brown said. ' *®
“Any veiHiad case of “abuser
assault -or unethical practices
will be referred to the appro-
priate agency ‘fof action. We

*|are doing everything we -can

to_insure quality care for el-
derly residents,” he said:
! Unannounced Visiis -
{ Brown also anpounced that
i public. health nurses have been
assigned to make unannounced
visits to nursing homes in théir
districts at least once a week.
They are to report conditions
in- the homes to their super-
visors within 24 hours so that
corrective action can be taken
if warranted, Brown said.

The visits by the 80 public
health -hursés- will serve as a

partmient, -which will continue.

by various heal department | Monday in room ‘1500 in the to conduct -regular monthly

‘heads in-the resence of 2
chiatrist
Atty. Gordon Milzer.

ed by Sen. John W. Car-{

a psy-: State of Illinois Building, 160 inspectigns of the homes
Assistant Stale’s’N. La Salle St. The committee, : Brown said.

County” Board Chau’man

. chair
Edward King, depnty bealth_roll [R., Park Ridge}, will bear | George W. Dunre said his staif

commissioner, said

the hear.® tesumony from representatives ! is already working on'proposed

crosscheck. for the health de-i

reséutions and ordinances to
give, the county licensing con-

tro] “over suburban - nursing

bomes. He' said. these, will be
inttoduced ‘when the néw stite,
 Canstitution. with its home rule
‘provisions - for Cook Cou.nly
becomes effective July 1.

“It is the intention of the
County Board to acquire all of
the authorily and responsibility
upder the new Constitution that

|a bhome rule county can and

should have,” Dunne said.
‘“That includes the responsibil-
ity for pursing homes.”

Currently the county has mo
licensing power.




